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“How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is / To have a thankless child!” 
 – King Lear, Act I, Scene 4

It is remarkable that in 2025, a story written hundreds of years ago and rooted in legends 
from millennia before can still strike so close to home. That is the power of theater: 

its ability to transcend time, language, and culture, to bridge centuries and continents, 
and to reveal in the lives of others the contours of our own.

Shakespeare knew this well. In King Lear, he drew not only from history and folklore but also 
from the politics and questions of his own time, shaping the tale of an aging ruler undone by family 
conflict, power, and loss. In Laowang: A Chinatown King Lear, Alex Lin takes up the mantle and 
reframes this timeless story through the lens of Chinatown today. Alex guides us into a world at 

once familiar and rarely illuminated. Within it, the echoes of Lear resound: power, loyalty, family 
dynamics, aging, and madness. Yet layered into them are the pressing realities of our moment, 

including immigration, dementia, and the slow press of gentrification.

The same questions, however, remain as piercing as ever: 
What do we leave behind? What is our legacy? What, in the end, is the sum of a life?

These questions endure because they belong to all of us. Theater makes them immediate, 
transforming distant histories and unexpected worlds into mirrors of our own humanity. 

That is why we gather together in this darkened space, sitting shoulder to shoulder with strangers, 
to see the world in a new light and recognize ourselves within it. 

At Primary Stages, we believe in the power of new stories to keep theater alive and urgent. 
With this season’s world premieres of Alex Lin’s Laowang: A Chinatown King Lear and Libby 

Carr’s CALF SCRAMBLE, we are proud to bring not only two extraordinary plays into the world, 
but also to celebrate the professional debuts of two bold new voices. We like to think of this as the 
ground floor of something big, and we are so glad you’re here with us as we continue our journey 

of inspiring, supporting, producing, and sharing the art of playwriting.

Enjoy the show!

ERIN DALEY
Artistic Director, Primary Stages

Plus all members enjoy
No booking fees, flexible and free ticket exchanges, 

discounts at local restaurants, and more!
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CAST
Amy Choy and others..........................................................CINDY CHEUNG

A-Poh.....................................................................................WAI CHING HO

Lai-Fa Choy and others................................................................ AMY KEUM 

Steven Choy and others.................................JON NORMAN SCHNEIDER 

Wesley Chiu and others.........................................................DAISUKE TSUJI 

Production Stage Manager...........................................................NIKKI LINT
Assistant Stage Manager..................................................SAMMY LANDAU

Scenic Design.......................................................................... WILSON CHIN
Costume Design................................................................TINA McCARTNEY
Lighting Design...........................................................................REZA BEHJAT
Original Music and Sound Design.........................NICHOLAS DRASHNER
Props Supervisor........................................................... THOMAS JENKELEIT
Intimacy Direction..................................................................PRATHER REHM
Dialect and Cantonese Translation Consultant...................WAI CHING HO

Production Manager......................................................................WILL DUTY

Casting...................................................................................... THE TELSEY OFFICE
KARYN CASL, CSA, CHARLIE HANO, CSA

General Press Representative......................................................PRINT SHOP PR
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Artistic Associate.............................................................................ZUHDI BOUERI
General Manager............................................................ DEAN A. CARPENTER
Director of Education and Strategic Planning...............SARAH MATTEUCCI
Company Manager................................................................. CLAUDIA McCOY
Development Manager............................................................ ROWAN McSTAY
Education and Community Outreach Manager.......... BRI NG SCHWARTZ
Director of Development.............................................ERICA RAVEN-SCORZA
Communications Manager.............................................................ALEX VALDEZ

PRODUCTION
Associate Scenic Designer...................................................... LILY TOMASIC
Associate Costume Designer......................................................HANJIE CHOW
Associate Lighting Designer............................................................... ARI KIM
Associate Sound Designer.............................................................. IRIS CHIU
Assistant Director........................................................................DES’REE BROWN
Production Electricians.............................JOHN ANSELMO, DAN MULLINS
Lighting Programmer...........................................................................BEV FREMIN
Production Audio.....................................................FIVE OHM PRODUCTIONS
Wardrobe Supervisor.................................................................. SOPHIE MILLAR
Deck Crew............................................................................................. JOE GALAN
Board Operator.................................................................................. NINA TENDY

Setting: Manhattan Chinatown, summer
Run Time: 90 minutes with no intermission

Laowang was originally developed by Two River Theater 
(Justin Waldman, Artistic Director; Nora DeVeau-Rosen, Managing Director).

Laowang received support from the New York Theatre Workshop annual summer residency at Dartmouth College.

Laowang was developed as part of the Liff Lab, a new play development program at Primary Stages.

Lead support for this Primary Stages production is provided by the Garfield Family Fund in memory 
of Johanna Garfield and The Andrew Leynse Legacy Project at Primary Stages.

Major season support provided by the The Howard Gilman Foundation, the A.R Gurney Playwrights Fund, 
The SHS Foundation, The Shubert Foundation, The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust, and public funds from 
the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, and the New York State Council 

on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature.



ALEX LIN 
(Playwright) 
	 Alex Lin is just a girl from Jersey. Lin’s plays have been 
	 seen and developed at Roundabout, Second Stage 
	 Theater, New York Theatre Workshop, Manhattan Theatre 
	 Club, Primary Stages, Rattlestick, the O’Neill, New 
	 Harmony, Two River, South Coast Repertory, Fault Line, 
	 Ojai, Cape Cod Theatre Project, Playwrights Realm, 
	 Central Square Theater, and Theater Mu. She has been 
a guest lecturer at Carnegie Mellon University, Rutgers University, and 
Union College. As an actor, Lin has appeared at NYTW (I’ve Got a 
Sinking Feeling…), the Actors Theatre of Louisville (The Wolves), New 
Victory (In the Land of Mauve and Gold), Fault Line (Ăn Chơi), Hudson 
Valley Shakespeare Festival (Julius Caesar, The Cherry Tortured), 
Ma-Yi (The House of Billy Paul), Commonwealth Shakespeare (Henry 
VI Part III, Richard III), Amphibian Stage, Ojai, Rattlestick, and Cape 
Cod Theatre Project (barren). Lin is a recipient of the Elizabeth George 
Foundation Commission, Manhattan Theatre Club Sloan Initiative, and 
the Working Theater inaugural playwright residency. Lin is a Susan Smith 
Blackburn Prize finalist, Stavis Award winner, two-time Kennedy Center 
Paul Stephen Lim Award winner, Weissberger Award nominee, BMI 
Bookwriting Fellow, Rattlestick Van Lier Fellow, and Colt Coeur Resident 
Artist. Juilliard.

 @hemeiling

JOSHUA KAHAN BRODY 
(Director) 
	 Joshua Kahan Brody’s directing work includes the world 
	 premieres of Where the Mountain Meets the Sea 
	 (Humana Festival, Manhattan Theatre Club), King of 
	 the Yees (Goodman Theatre, Center Theater Group, and 
	 San Francisco Playhouse), The Last Tiger in Haiti (La 
	 Jolla Playhouse and Berkeley Rep), and Fourteen Flights 
	 (Award for Excellence in Directing, NY Fringe). He 
has developed work all over the country, including at Colorado New 
Play Summit, New Dramatists, NYTW, Ojai Playwrights Conference, 
Playwrights Horizons, Perry-Mansfield, and SPACE on Ryder Farm. He 
is a Princess Grace Award winner and received his MFA from UC - San 
Diego and his BA from Yale University. He is the co-founder of THE 
TRIP and the Artistic Director of Playing on Air (www.playingonair.org). 
Josh lives in Brooklyn with his wife, dramaturg Sarah Lunnie, their three 
children, and their dog. 

www.joshuakahanbrody.com



CINDY CHEUNG 
(Amy Choy and others)

	 Recent theater: Bus Stop 
	 (CSC/Transport Group 
	 NAATCO), The Antiquities 
	 (Playwrights Horizons 
	 Vineyard/Goodman), Coach 
	 Coach (Clubbed Thumb), 
	 Merry Me (NYTW), Catch As 
Catch Can (Playwrights Horizons), Golden 
Shield (MTC). Select TV/Film: Dying For Sex, 
The Sinner, The Flight Attendant, Awkwafina. 
Upcoming: American Classic, Weekend 
Warriors, The Dinner Plan. Walter and Eddie, 
be home soon.

WAI CHING HO 
(A-Poh)

	 Wai Ching Ho most recently 
	 played the title role of Pearl’s 
	 Beauty Salon by Stefani Kuo 
	 at DGSD at Yale. Her numerous 
	 NY stage credits include Snow 
	 in Midsummer (Classic Stage 	
	 Company), Endlings (New York 
Theatre Workshop), and Henry VI (NAATCO). 
Regionally, she has worked with A.R.T., 
Steppenwolf, Long Wharf, Denver Center, 
the Goodman Theatre, and the Lookingglass 
Theatre. Her film credits include Hustlers and 
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice. She voiced the 
character of Grandma in Turning Red, a 2023 
Oscar-nominated animated film. Her television 
credits include New Amsterdam, Awkwafina is 
Nora from Queens, and all four series of Law 
& Order. She appeared in numerous episodes 
as Madame Gao in Marvel’s Daredevil, Iron 
Fist, and The Defenders.

AMY KEUM 
(Lai-Fa Choy and others)

	 Amy Keum is thrilled to make 
	 her Primary Stages debut! 
	 Broadway: KPOP (Circle 
	 in the Square). Off Broadway/ 
	 Regional: Vanities (The York 
	 Theatre Company), Hello 		
	 Kitty Must Die (Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival), Lizzie (Playhouse Square), 
Mamma Mia (Idaho Shakespeare Festival), 
Be More Chill (Playhouse Square). TV/film: 
Honor Society (Paramount+), The Kill Room 
(Shout Studios), Death Name (Tubi/FOX), 
Elsbeth (CBS), 72 Hours (Netflix), Evil (CBS). 

 @amymkeum

JON NORMAN SCHNEIDER
(Steven Choy and others)

	 Jon Norman Schneider most 
	 recently appeared in Eurydice 
	 at Signature. Select NY 
	 credits include Poor Yella 
	 Rednecks (MTC), The 
	 Coast Starlight (LCT), Catch 
	 as Catch Can (Playwrights 
Horizons), among others. Regional: Actors 
Theatre of Louisville, Alley, Alliance, Goodman, 
Huntington, Long Wharf, Magic, McCarter, 
Milwaukee Rep, Mosaic, Northern Stage, Old 
Globe, and South Coast Rep. Film/TV: Bitter 
Melon, Manila is Full of Men Named Boy, The 
Normals, Goosebumps, Evil, Jessica Jones, 
Veep, and Law & Order: Criminal Intent.



DAISUKE TSUJI 
(Wesley Chiu and others)

	 Daisuke Tsuji is grateful and 
	 proud to make his Primary 
	 Stages (and Off Broadway) 
	 debut with Laowang. He has 
	 worked on Broadway with  
	 Life of Pi, at the Oregon 
	 Shakespeare Festival for 6 
seasons, Cirque du Soleil, and was last seen 
onstage with Cambodian Rock Band at the 
East West Players. TV: The Rip (on Netflix 
starting in January), The Night Agent, Invasion, 
and The Man in the High Castle. Video games: 
Jin Sakai in Ghost of Tsushima and Scorpion 
in Mortal Kombat 1. For Michiko, Hiro, Yasu, 
Diana, and Jane.

www.trademarktalent.com/daisuketsuji

  @DiceK2G

WILSON CHIN 
(Scenic Designer) 

Broadway: Cost of Living, Pass Over 
(Drama Desk, Lortel, Henry Hewes Award 
nominations), Next Fall. Off Broadway: Sumo 
(Ma-Yi/Public), All Nighter (MCC), Nina 
(Theaterlab), The Animal Kingdom (Connelly), 
The Thanksgiving Play (Playwrights Horizons), 
Jonah (Roundabout), Annie (Madison Square 
Garden). Opera: Turandot (Washington 
National Opera), Lucia di Lammermoor 
(Chicago Lyric Opera). 

 @wilsonchindesign

TINA McCARTNEY
(Costume Designer) 

Tina McCartney is a Trinidadian American 
costume designer and stylist working regionally, 
on Broadway, and in TV and film. Theatrical: 
Romy & Michele: The Musical (Stage 42), 
Joy (Laura Pels Theatre), Empire (New World 

Stages), That Parenting Musical (Theatre 
Row), Las Borinqueñas (EST), Summer Stock 
(Goodspeed), The Griswolds’ Broadway 
Vacation (Seattle 5th Avenue Theatre). 

www.tinamccartney.com

REZA BEHJAT 
(Lighting Designer) 

Obie-winning lighting designer and theater 
artist based in New York. Broadway: English. 
Off Broadway: Atlantic, BAM, Signature, 
Public, New Group, MCC, Playwrights 
Horizons, Audible, Page 73, Flea, Redbull,  
Ars Nova, etc. Regional: Guthrie, Steppenwolf, 
Berkeley Rep, Old Globe, Milwaukee Rep, 
Seattle Rep, etc. Awards: Obie Award in 
Design category for English and Wish You 
Were Here (2022), Knight of Illumination 
Award for Nina Simone: Four Women (2019). 
Nominated for Drama Desk, Henry Hewes, 
Jeff Awards, etc.

NICHOLAS DRASHNER 
(Original Music and Sound Designer) 

Selected credits: Every Brilliant Thing 
(Cleveland Play House, The Public Theatre), 
Egress (Cleveland Play House), The Last Tiger 
in Haiti (La Jolla Playhouse, Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre), Beijing Spring (East West Players), 
Kingdom City (La Jolla Playhouse). He currently 
serves as associate professor of Sound Design 
at Case Western Reserve University. 

www.drashner.com

THOMAS JENKELEIT 
(Props Supervisor) (they/he)
Thomas Jenkeleit is a prop and scenic designer 
from Queens, New York. Off Broadway: 
SUMO (The Public/Ma-Yi), Galas (Little 
Island), The Fires, Give Me Carmelita 
Tropicana! (Soho Rep), QUINCE (Domino 



Park), Bus Stop (Classic Stage/Transport 
Group/NAATCO), Franklinland, Have You 
Met Jane Goodall…? (EST), The Wind & The 
Rain (Vineyard Theater/En Garde). 

www.jenkeleit.com

PRATHER REHM 
(Intimacy Direction) 
Prather Rehm is a NYC based actor, intimacy 
choreographer, movement coach, and a 
Senior Lucid Body teacher. Recent intimacy 
credits include The Honey Trap (currently 
at Irish Rep) and movement coaching for 
Derry Girls’ Saoirse-Monica Jackson at the 
world premiere of Irishtown. Prather teaches 
movement and choreographs intimacy at The 
New School, Marymount Manhattan College, 
the American Academy of Dramatic Arts, and 
The Lucid Body Institute. 

NIKKI LINT
(Production Stage Manager)

Primary Stages: Yes, I Can Say That! (PSM), 
The Light and the Dark (PSM sub). Broadway: 
School of Rock (SM sub), King Kong (SM sub). 
Tour: Cabaret (ASM), The Band’s Visit (SM). 
Off Broadway/regional: Red Bull Theater, 

Ogunquit Playhouse, Maltz Jupiter Theatre, 
Second City Theatricals, Gateway Playhouse, 
American Girl Theater, among others.

SAMMY LANDAU 
(Assistant Stage Manager; they/them)
Broadway: Water for Elephants (sub-ASM), 
Sunset Blvd (PA). Off Broadway: The 
Merchant of Venice, Waiting for Godot, 
Orpheus Descending, Des Moines (TFANA); 
Two Sisters Find a Box of Lesbian Erotica 
in the Woods (Rattlestick & New Georges 
Theater), Mary Gets Hers (The Playwright’s 
Realm), Sleep No More (PunchdrunkNYC), 
Seven Deadly Sins (Tectonic Theater Project).

THE TELSEY OFFICE 
(Casting) 

With offices in both New York and Los 
Angeles, The Telsey Office casts for theater, 
film, television, and commercials. The Telsey 
Office is dedicated to creating safe, equitable, 
and anti-racist spaces through collaboration, 
artistry, heart, accountability, and advocacy. 
Please visit our website for our credits. 

www.thetelseyoffice.com 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US 
AT PRIMARY STAGES!
Primary Stages is proud to be the 
Resident Off Broadway Theater Company 
at 59E59 Theaters.

Photo: Justin Swader

Photo: James Leynse

Photo: James Leynse

Photo: James Leynse

The Light and The Darkby Kate Hamill

Yes, I Can Say That! 
by Judy Gold

peerless 

by Jiehae Park

Amerikin by Chisa Hutchinson



ANNE L. 
BERNSTEIN
Anne L. Bernstein had a 
life-long passion for the 
theater. She was a constant 
and generous supporter, and 
Primary Stages was one of 
her favorite companies. Anne 
was always ready to jump in 
with help or ideas. Nothing 
was too small or too large; 
she would gladly contribute 
whatever was needed, from 
food to finance. Anne was 
always happy to listen and 
to brainstorm; her many and 
varied contributions were 
greatly valued by her friends 
at Primary Stages.

JOHANNA 
GARFIELD
Johanna Rosengarten 
Garfield (1930-2021) was 
a long-time supporter of 
Primary Stages and many 
other arts and music programs 
throughout New York City. 
She was also an author who 
published two books and 
many articles on a range of 
subjects. Theater and literature 
were her passions, and we 
are thrilled that her family 
has established a production 
support fund at Primary 
Stages in her name.

A.R.
GURNEY
A.R. Gurney wrote over 
50 plays, including Primary 
Stages’ productions of The 
Fourth Wall, Buffalo Gal, 
Strictly Academic, Indian 
Blood, Black Tie, and Final 
Follies. Gurney was a great 
supporter of Primary Stages 
and other Off-Broadway 
and Off-Off-Broadway 
organizations. Prior to 
his passing, A.R. Gurney 
established a fund to support 
new work by American 
playwrights in the New York 
City area.

LEGACY SUPPORTERS
We are grateful for the support of these individuals and their families for making gifts 

in their memory to support Primary Stages’ artistic programs. 

To learn more about making a planned gift to Primary Stages, 
please contact Erica Raven-Scorza, Director of Development, 

at eraven@primarystages.org or 212.840.9705 x214.



“THE END OF 
THE PLAY IS JUST 
THE BEGINNING 

OF THE EVENING”  
– The New York Times –

JOIN US AT OUR E:BAR ON THE MEZZANINE LEVEL
BEFORE AND AFTER THE SHOW,

RATED NEW YORK CITY’S #1 THEATER BAR 
BY TIME OUT NEW YORK

Try the laowang specialITY cocktail 
for a limited time only

CHINATOWN GIMLET
Stoli, green tea, lime juice, and simple syrup, 

topped with ginger beer



The Light and The Dark by Kate Hamill

Amerikin by Chisa Hutchinson
Dig by Theresa Rebeck

Photo: James Leynse

Photo: Justin Swader

Learn more at  www.primarystages.org

INSPIRING, SUPPORTING, PRODUCING, 
AND SHARING THE ART OF PLAYWRITING 

FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Primary Stages operates on the strongly held belief that the future of American theater 
relies on nurturing playwrights and giving them the artistic support needed to create 

new work. Since our founding in 1984, we have produced more than 150 new plays. 
Our productions and artists have received critical acclaim, including numerous Tony, 

Obie, Lortel, Off Broadway Alliance, AUDELCO, Outer Critics’ Circle, Drama League, 
and Drama Desk awards and nominations. Primary Stages supports playwrights 

and develops new works through commissions, workshops, readings, and our education 
and engagement programs: the Dorothy Strelsin New American Writers Group, 

Marvin and Anne Einhorn School of Performing Arts (ESPA), Creative Access Grants, 
the Echoes Writers Group, the Liff Lab, our Free Student Matinee Program, 

and the Primary Stages Off Broadway Oral History Project. Through these programs, 
Primary Stages advocates for our artists, helping them make important—and often 

transformative—connections within the theater community. 

This year, we’re thrilled to return to the theater for plays where the traditional and 
rebellious collide with Laowang: A Chinatown King Lear by Alex Lin and CALF 

SCRAMBLE by Libby Carr. Alex and Libby are exciting new voices writing about legacy, 
transformation, and the complicated space in between – representing exactly the kind 

of groundbreaking theater Primary Stages exists to make.

Together, we are building the future of American theater, one play at a time.

Photo: Justin Swader



ERIN DALEY 
(Artistic Director) 
Erin Daley first joined Primary Stages in 2016, rising to her current role 
in 2024. Previously she was Company Manager at The Flea, where she 
worked on The Mysteries (featuring the work of over 50 playwrights), 
Wolf in the River by Adam Rapp, the place we built by Sarah Gancher, 
and many others. Prior to New York, she was an Allen Lee Hughes 
Producing Fellow at Arena Stage, and cut her teeth in film/commercial 
production at La Banda Films. She is a proud graduate of Skidmore 
College and a Massachusetts native.

CASEY CHILDS 
(Founder) 
Casey Childs founded Primary Stages in 1984 and has directed many 
productions for the company. He served as the Artistic Program Director 
for the New Dramatists from 1981-1985 and was the recipient of the 
Carnegie Mellon Commitment to New Playwrights Award, as well as two 
Emmy Awards and many nominations for his extensive work in television. 
He is a past Vice President of the Directors’ Guild of America and a past 
trustee of The National Association of Television Arts and Sciences. Casey 
has a BFA in acting and an MFA in directing from Carnegie Mellon 
University.

FEBRUARY 28 - APRIL 12     BUY TICKETS 646-892-7999 / WWW.59E59.ORG

CALF
SCRAMBLE

BY

LIBBY CARR
DIRECTED BY

CAITLIN SULLIVAN

Deep in a dusty East Texas barn, 
five teenage girls raise calves 

and wrestle with what it means 
to be good – at school, at God, 

at girlhood. 

CALF SCRAMBLE 
is a fiercely original, darkly funny 

coming-of-age tale soaked in sweat, 
scripture, and competition, 

where faith is tangled with survival, 
and tenderness bucks 

like a wild animal.

NEXT AT PRIMARY STAGES



SPECIAL THANKS
The Staff of 59E59 Theaters, Matt Frew, Valerie Terranova, 

Claire Yenson CSA - New York Theatre Workshop/Dartmouth College Residency,  
Five Ohm Productions, 4Wall, Hillbolic Arts & Carpentry

PRIMARY STAGES STAFF
ERIN DALEY...............................................................................................Artistic Director
CASEY CHILDS....................................................................................................... Founder
ANDREW LEYNSE........................................................Artistic Director, in memoriam

ZUHDI BOUERI..................................................................................... Artistic Associate
SUE BREGER................................................Free Student Matinee Program Founder
DEAN A. CARPENTER......................................................................General Manager
WILL DUTY....................................................................................... Production Manager
YARITZA FLORENCIO................................................................... Development Intern
DAVID L. GOLDSMITH..........................................................IT and Rentals Manager 
SARAH MATTEUCCI....................... Director of Education and Strategic Planning
CLAUDIA McCOY.......................................................................... Company Manager 
LUCY McMICHAEL...................................................Associate to the Artistic Director
ROWAN McSTAY.....................................................................Development Manager
SALLY PLASS........................................Off-Broadway Oral History Project Director
ERICA RAVEN-SCORZA..................................................... Director of Development
BRI NG SCHWARTZ....................Education and Community Outreach Manager
TED STEPHENS III..........................................Graphic Designer, The Numad Group
ALEX VALDEZ......................................................................Communications Manager
SOFIA VILCHES.............................. Development and Communications Associate

General Press Representative.....................................................................PRINT SHOP PR: 
......................... MATT ROSS, CLAIRE WOJCIECHOWSKI, GRACE WALKER

Casting...........................................................................................................THE TELSEY OFFICE: 
.....................................................KARYN CASL, CSA, CHARLIE HANO, CSA

Dorothy Strelsin New American Writers Group...................... BRITTANY K. ALLEN,  
......................CLARENCE COO, ADRIAN EINSPANIER, SARAH GANCHER, 

ERIC MICHA HOLMES, CALAMITY WEST

Mary Louise Rockwell Scholars............SASHA ARONSON, CLAIRE CROWLEY,  
CAITLIN GASPAR, KARL HAWKINS

Literary Team.......IMANI JONES, VEDA KUMARJIGUDA, LUCY McMICHAEL

Accountants............................................................................WITHUMSMITH+BROWN, PC
Insurance...............................................................................................DeWITT STERN GROUP

The actors and stage managers employed in 
this production are members of Actors’ Equity 

Association, the union of professional actors and 
stage managers in the United States.

Primary Stages is a member of the Alliance 
of Resident Theatres/New York, the service organization 

for NYC’s non-profit Off- and Off-Off-Broadway theatres. 



PRIMARY STAGES CORPORATE 
AND FOUNDATION DONORS

Primary Stages gratefully acknowledges the 
generous support of the following institutions:

$50,000 AND ABOVE
Booth Ferris Foundation
The Howard Gilman Foundation
Laurents/Hatcher Foundation*
The SHS Foundation
The Shubert Foundation
The Harold & Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust 
The Sulzberger Rolfe Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
The Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation 
The Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation 
The Rockwell Foundation
The Tow Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous
The Roy Cockrum Foundation
The Durst Organization*
The Marc Haas Foundation
Francena T. Harrison Foundation Trust
The Ellen M. Violett & Mary P.R. Thomas 	
    Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Dr. Scholl Foundation
The Nancy Friday Foundation
The Marta Heflin Foundation
The Lucille Lortel Foundation
Richenthal Foundation
The Dorothy Strelsin Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
Actors’ Equity Foundation
Robert H. & Elizabeth Fergus Foundation
GFP Real Estate
Goldman Sachs
The John Golden Fund 
The Herman Goldman Foundation
LIC Creative*
The Numad Group*

NVIDIA
The Jerome Robbins Foundation
Rosenberg & Estis, P.C.*
SAG-AFTRA
* Includes gifts made to the 2025 Primary Stages Gala.

PRIMARY STAGES 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
The Primary Stages Season is supported, in 
part, by public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership 
with the City Council, and the New York State 
Council on the Arts with the support of the 
Office of the Governor and the New York State 
Legislature. 

PRIMARY STAGES 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Janet Reed Ahearn, Co-Founder
Mary Borba, President & Treasurer
Sue Breger
Casey Childs, Founder
Erin Daley, Artistic Director
Jamie deRoy
Douglas Durst
Adam Gwon
Lynne Halliday, First Vice President
Kate Hamill
Jim Kierstead
Elisabeth Lerner
Marla Persky
Theresa Rebeck
Carol Roaman
Janet B. Rosen
Michelle Six
Jeremy Smith
Ted Snowdon
Amit Solomon
Sarah Steinberg, Secretary
Mary Susnjara
Arline Vogel
Robert R. Walther, MD



EMERITUS MEMBERS 
Dasha Epstein
Marlene H. Freeman
Arlene L. Goldman
Douglas M. Green
Jonathan C. Herzog
Eleanor Holtzman
Ann Blumenthal Jacobs
Karen La Rosa
Gregory M. Macosko
Jose Mendez
Doug Nevin

IN MEMORIAM 
Geoffrey Chinn
Marvin and Anne Einhorn
Michael Fabrikant
Andrew Leynse
Louise Rockwell
Robert Sorensen
Sandra Westin
Elizabeth Wilson

PRIMARY PARTNERS
Primary Partners are generous individual 
donors who share a love of Primary Stages 
and our mission. Partners can choose to 
either take a full tax deduction for their gift or 
receive exclusive benefits, including personal 
ticketing assistance from the Development 
Department staff, priority seating in prime 
locations, invitations to intimate events with 
today’s leading playwrights and actors, and 
much more. 

To learn more about becoming a Primary 
Partner and other giving opportunities, 
please visit us online at 
www.primarystages.org/ways-to-give.

ANGELS
Anonymous, Estate of Anne Bernstein, 
Mary & Philip Borba*, A.R. Gurney Theater 
Fund, Eleanor Holtzman & Alexander 
Holtzman, in memoriam*, Marla Persky 
& Craig Heberton IV*, Janet B. & Marvin 
Rosen*, Ted Snowdon & Duffy Violante*, 
Sarah Steinberg*, Arline Vogel & 
Harry Precourt, in memoriam*

LEADING PLAYERS
Anonymous, Jamie deRoy*, Leslie & Johanna 
Garfield, in memoriam, Lynne Halliday & B.H. 
Barry*, Russel T. Hamilton, Karolynn Lestrud, 
Jan McAdoo, Carol Roaman*, Bruce Tracy*, 
Bob & Ginny Walther*, Cheryl Wiesenfeld & 
Gerald Rosenberg

ENSEMBLE
Shireen Barday & Zahreen Ghaznavi*, 
Dasha Epstein, Daniel & Rosele Frishwasser, 
Ashley Garrett & Alan Jones, Jay & Diane 
Goldsmith, Ann Blumenthal Jacobs & Irwin 
Jacobs, in memoriam, Mary Ann & Bruno  
A. Quinson*, Theresa Rebeck & Jess Lynn, 
Amit Solomon & Ada Lee Halofsky*, 
Mary Susnjara*, Mary-Anne & Bob Van 
Degna, Christian & Lonna Yegen



SPOTLIGHT
Anonymous,Stefany & Simon Bergson, 
Casey Childs*, Valerie Gordon-Johnson 
& Doug Johnson, Richard Gould, Chisa 
Hutchinson, Elysabeth Kleinhans, Tom Lally, 
Myla Lerner & Larry Kramer, The Greg and 
Mari Marchbanks Family Foundation, Bill 
Martin, Jill Mortensen & Kay Phillips, Barton 
& Jane Shallat, Jeremy T. Smith*

CENTERSTAGE
Kristen Anderson-Lopez & Robert Lopez, 
Barbara & Paul Bernstein, Paula Kaminsky 
Davis, Thomas Faust & Susan Schultz,
Paul & Emily Kandel, Lee Laimbeer, Renee 
Landegger & Susan Rose*, Riki Kane 
Larimer*, Gregory Macosko & Sharon A. 
Zane, Stephen & Carolyn McCandless, John 
K. Orberg, Daryl Roth, Edward Trach

UPSTAGE & 
DOWNSTAGE
Catherine Adler, Janet Reed Ahearn & Dan 
Ahearn*, Constance Beatty, Vivian Cardia, 
Gail Clark, Julie Cushing Connelly, Madelyn 
& Jay Coopersmith, Judith Esterquest, Arlene 
L. Goldman, Ramona Gudelska & Bryce 
Adelstein Lelbach, for our fathers; Jeffrey 
Gural, Willy Holtzman & Sylvia Shepard, 
Martin Hummel, Sally Huxley*, Harriet & 
Elihu Inselbuch, Ann Jones, Marcia Kaplan-
Mann & Gabriel Wiesenthal, Sharon 
Karmazin, John & Rodolfo Kelso*, Willette 
Klausner*, Doris & David May, Dorothy 
Namdar*, Stamy Paul, Martha Pichey, Craig 
Piper, Joseph Plocek & Val Holley*, John 
Russell & Darryl Redhage, Alice Scovell, 
Dan Shaheen, Robert Skolnick, Robin & 
Larry Statsky, The Joan Weingarten & Bob 
Donnalley Gift Fund

BACKSTAGE & 
IN THE WINGS
William & Vicki Abrams, Lynn Ahrens & 
Stephen Flaherty*, Rehanna Almestica & 
Andries Berendsen, Irwyn Applebaum, Austin 
Family Fund, M. Jane Balanoff, David Ball, 

Wendy Barasch, Tina & Jonathan Beamon, 
Stephen & Sondra Beninati*, Anne-Laurence 
Bicak, Peggy Blumenthal, Peter Bray, Donald 
Brennan & Lucy McMichael, Charles Busch, 
Patricia Campagna, Dianne Denommee*, 
Remmel T. Dickinson*, Maralyn Edid, 
Kenneth & Lori Einhorn, John Eisner & 
Jennifer Dorr White, Jo Ann Ellison*, Edward 
Erhardt, Stephen Gardner & Tracey Eve 
Johnson, Clare Garfield*, Susan E. Garruto, 
Shirley & David Ginzberg, Dan Goggin, 
Jerold Gold, David L. Goldsmith, Camille 
Greenwald, Warren Handelman*, Edward 
& Julia Hansen Foundation, Henry Harrison, 
Elizabeth Hermelee, Wendi Hoak, Nancy 
Hollander, Edward & Toby Jacoby, Olivia 
James, Virginia Kariuki, Anna Kisselgoff, 
Gregory Lehane & Laurie Klatscher, Claire 
Lew, Kenneth Lonergan, Allan & Anita 
Lubarsky, Dayna Lucas, Nathan Marchack, 
Donald Margulies & Lynn Street, David 
McMahon, Chuck Miller & John Hart*, 
Susan & Joel Mindel, Chinsook Kim Moore, 
Josely Mujica, Arthur & Merle Nacht, Eric 
Ort, Ruthe Ponturo*, Rosalind Productions*, 
Holly Rothkopf & Stuart Eisenberg, Deborah 
& Sheldon Rubin*, Suzanne Scanlon, Karen 
& Thomas Schall, Claudia Schellenberg, 
Madhuri Shekar, P.K. Simonds & Beth Colt, 
Robert Sinclair, Stephen & Eda Sorokoff*, 
David & Bronwyn Starr, Madonna Starr, Peter 
Strupp, R. Lee Stump & Abigail Roth, Bernard 
& Sheila Teig, Lawrence Thelen, Isabelle 
Thomas, Joan Toder, Charles Tribitt, Ann & 
Robert Walzer, Janet Weakley, Joe Wisenbilt, 
Kate Woodrow, Michael Young, Scott Zachek, 
Florence Zhang*, Dan Zolidis
* Includes gifts made to the 2025 Primary Stages Gala.

The list reflects contributions received as of October 1, 
2025. We apologize for any omissions or errors. 
Due to space limitations, we are unable to list all 
contributors. Primary Stages wishes to thank all of our 
generous donors.
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CURATOR’S NOTE
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We are happy to welcome back our Resident Off Broadway Theater 
Company, Primary Stages, who consistently delights with their unerring 
focus on the art of playwriting. In recent seasons, Primary Stages has 
brought audiences two highly acclaimed productions - Amerikin and The 
Light and the Dark - and now returns with Alex Lin’s Laowang, which hits 
the mark once more! Earlier this year, Alex became the first playwright to 
benefit from Primary Stages’ inaugural Liff Lab: a new play development 
initiative in honor of legendary theater agent Samuel “Biff” Liff!  Biff lived 
and breathed theater, always knew the right words of encouragement, and 
loved his work. If Biff were still here, he’d be in the front row cheering Alex 
and Primary Stages on.



LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
59E59 Theaters reside on the traditional homelands of the Lenni-Lenape People on the Lenape Island of Mannahatta. We acknowledge 
the Lenni-Lenape as the original people of the land who were forcefully removed during colonization resulting in erased and excluded peoples 
and culture. We are grateful for the opportunity to work on the land and honor their elders, past and present alongside future generations 
for their stewardship and continuing relationship with their territory.

This presentation is not a production of the Elysabeth Kleinhans Theatrical Foundation, Inc., which offers its facilities, when available, 
for productions by not-for-profit theater companies. For further information regarding licensing this theater or other theaters in this 
Theater Building, contact Brian Beirne, Managing Director. The use of cameras and other recording devices in the Theater is prohibited by law. 
There is no smoking in this Theater or any part of the Theater Building. 

NEXT IN THEATER A	

OUR MISSION
59E59 Theaters was established by the Elysabeth Kleinhans Theatrical Foundation in 2004 to grant 
professional space and expertise to non-profit theater companies premiering their work in New York City. 
Under the leadership of Val Day, Artistic Director, and Brian Beirne, Managing Director, 59E59 Theaters 
presents a year-round curated program of Off Broadway plays and musicals that are nurtured and supported 
by providing performance spaces and equipment as well as production, ticketing, FOH, marketing, and press 
support. These theater companies receive 80% or more of the ticket revenue and pay no weekly rent to 59E59.

JANUARY 10 – FEBRUARY 15

PRESENTS
NEW JERSEY REPERTORY COMPANY

The
Bookstor

e
WRITTEN BY

MICHAEL WALEK
DIRECTED BY

WILLIAM CARDEN


