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Mayhem and Majesty
Act One				Act Two
between the brain and the beat		mayhem
strings vs. skins				glow
what’s that noise?			and…
ten digits				dr. feedback
standing wave				momentum
shapes of sounds			boom in the room 
one note wonder			tiny silent world
so long song				under her breath 
swaying				majesty
open waves


All songs written by Jackie Dempsey except open waves and under her breath by Kevin Kornicki. 
Steve and Jackie would like to acknowledge everyone involved in this production for their creative contributions, especially the Squonk musicians for adding their own individual flavor to the music, and the designers, builders and technicians who added detail and richness to the production.

A CD of the music will be available in the lobby during the intermission and after the show.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Lyrics can be found on our website at www.squonkopera.org.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Running time is 80 minutes plus intermission.


Squonk Opera

“rust-belt dada”
-Buffalo News

Squonk Opera's first show was performed in a Pittsburgh junkyard, with choreographed cranes and roaring earthmovers and screaming machine shears over 20 years ago. An ensemble of musicians, artists and technicians led by artist Steve O’Hearn and composer Jackie Dempsey, we create post-industrial performances with original music, design, and staging from our home in Pittsburgh, where beer-fed bands, big machines, sports and byzantine ritual drive our aesthetic. 

Squonkwork aspires to be fast, funny, shameless and inclusive: an art that includes the cheap thrills of a monster truck show, as well as the fragile beauty of the hothouse high art.
Since 1992, Squonk Opera has created eleven original productions and has performed in more than 250 venues across the United States. In 1995, we were commissioned by Marc Masterson to create Night of The Living Dead: The Opera for Pittsburgh’s City Theatre. Squonk was an Off-Broadway hit in 1999, a show that Ben Brantley of The New York Times called “ingenious, hallucinatory, hypnotic.” The show was then transferred to Broadway in 2000, where it received an American Theater Wing Special Effects Design Award. Squonkumentary, a film about our time in NYC, was produced by independent filmmaker Peggy Sutton in 2005.

We have been touring internationally since 2003 - to Scotland, Belgium, Germany and South Korea, where we opened both the Busan International Performing Arts Festival and the World Music Theater Festival. Over 500,000 people have seen us around the world. We have been fortunate enough to receive 6 grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, as well as the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, MAP Fund and the Henson Foundation. We have performed workshops and residencies at over fifty universities, middle schools and museums all over the United States. In addition to the production you will see today, Squonk Opera is currently touring GO Roadshow, which the Boston Globe has called a “carnival on wheels.” This show-making machine is a 34-foot long truck retrofitted with truck-horn calliope, a wall made of rotors and a spinning grand piano that is played while it wheels around. 

This evening you will see Mayhem and Majesty, in which the Squonkers push the boundaries of musical athleticism and visual wizardry, while asking the question…“What does music look like?” We have taken the show all over the country, from Seattle to North Carolina to New Jersey. The title is derived from a quote from our time in Scotland, where The Scotsman headlined “Masterly Mayhem" and "Insane Majesty!” Pittsburgh Magazine has called it “a tsunami of sound and light…a hypnotic celebration of musical sound and what that sound does to the soul.” In this show, we focus in on music and sound, its impact on the world and the mind. Please let go of any expectation of story - this performance is above, and below that, pre-verbal and post-narrative.  

It is, just, “deeds of music made visible.”
